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Alexander Ponomarev

SURFACE TENSION
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Exhibition from May 10th to June 21st, 2008

(“The force acting on a unit of length of the surface contour and tending to contract the
surface to a minimum for the given volumes of the phases.” Great Soviet Encyclopedia,
vol. 20, Macmillan: New York, 1983)

Following his magnificent installation of the Russian Pavilion at the last Venice
Biennale, Cueto Project has the pleasure to announce the first solo show
of Alexander Ponomarev in the the United States.

SURFACE TENSION

Everything that happens “lies” on the surface.

The dramaturgy of the clash of energies unfolds on this boundary of phase separation.
The surface reflects infinite conflicts, fractures reality, and confuses reality and
reflection.

Above the surface winds travel, ruffling and caressing it, never penetrating “beneath” but
in their desire to penetrate, equating everything on their path with it.



Everything on the surface exists under the bell jar of time, which sometimes takes the
form of a heavenly cupola, beneath which sleep sand cities that contain the danger of
being scattered, washed away, or being lost under the phase boundaries.

The danger is attached to the surface from below, it is invisible, swift, and treacherous.
Hidden in crystal columns, which like atlantes support the splayed world of illusions,
danger punctures their heels with sharp needles, having made a thorough study of the
supporting architecture.

The horizon is the horizontal component of life for the optical contraction of human eyes,
and man peers into that surface tension like Narcissus, trying to find in his reflection only
Beauty.

Alexandre Ponomarev translated by Mrs. Antonina Bouis
NoBepXHOCTHOE HaTAXeHune*

*Cuna gencteyroljada Ha eauHuuy AJNMHHBI KOHTypa MOBEepXHOCTH pasgena ¢as um
CTPEeMALYaACA COKpaTuTb 3Ty MNOBEPXHOCTb A0 MuHumyma . (bosbwaa CoBeTckas
SHumKknoneana)

Bce npoucxogAawee «JieXnt» Ha noBepxHOCTU. ,D,pamaTyprMﬂ CTONKHOBEHWA 3Heprvu7|
pasBopavynBaeTCAa Ha 3TOoMN rpaHuuge pasaerna.

nOBerHOCTb oTpaxaeT 6EeCKOHEYHbIE KOHCbJ'IVIKTbI, npernomMnAaeT OEeNCTBUTENBHOCTb U
nyTaeT peajibHOCTb U OTpa>keHue.

Han noBepxHOCTbIO NPOHOCATCA BETPbl, Tepeba M nackas ee, HUKorga He MpoHUKas
«nofA», HO B CBOEM CTPeM/IeHUN NMPOHUKHYTb, OHW CPaBHMBAIOT BCE Monajarolleeca Ha
nyTu.

C «Hell» Bce HaxofdAlleecA Ha MOBEPXHOCTW CyLUeCTBYET MoA KOJNIMakoM BpPEeMEHW,
MHOrda NpUHUMaloLWMM B HebecHoro Kynona, nof KOTOpbIM CMAT NecoYHble ropoaa,
COXpaHAA ONacHOCTb Pa3BEeATbCA , CMbITbCA UMM YUTWU nof 3Ty a3 OBYIO rpaHuLy
pasgena...

yrposa noaselleHa K noBepxHOCTU CHNU3Y, OHa HeEBMAMUMA, CTpEMUTESIbHA N KOBapHa.

CnpATaHHanA B XpycTalnbHbIX KOMOHHAX , KOTOpble MOAOGHO aTnaHTam , yaepXusawoT
pacnnacTaHHbIi MUP WNJO3UIA , yrpo3a OCTPbIMU CNULAMU MpoKanbiBaeT UM MATKU
npeaBapuUTenbHO AOCKOHANBHO U3YYMB OMOPHYHO aKymnyHKTYpY.

[OpPU3OHT BbICTpanBaeT TOPU3OHTANIbHYIO COCTAaBMAIOLWYIO >XU3HU K OMNTUYECKOMY
CNY>XEHUIO — rnasam 4enoBeka , U 4YenoBeK BrnAgblBaeTcA B 3TO MNOBEPXHOCTHOE
HaTAXeHue NoJobHO Hapumcey, cTapaAcb YBUAETb B CBOEM OTPa>KEHUN NINLLb KPacoTy.
Translation by Mrs. Nina Bouis.



